Curator’s Choice

Perukes and Bilboquets:
Wig Making in Annapolis

In the mid-1990s, the City of Annapoli

planned a major reconstruction project on Main

Street. This project included replacing utilities and repaving the sidewalks and street. In ad-

vance of this work, archaeologists conducted test excavations to identify any historically signifi-
followed by complete excavation of any intact features destined to be disturbed by

cant deposits

the utility and paving work (Polglase et al. 1997: 1). One of the areas excavated recovered a
large cluster of 18"-century artifacts, including four white clay wig curler fragments (Figure 1).

s have been found on archacological sits in both
Europe and America, but the maker has never been
identified (Noél Hume 1969: 321). However, it is
quite likely that at least some of the hundreds of to-
baceo pipe makers in the 17th and 18th centuries
would have also made curlers. Seventeenth-century

Figure 2: A wig curler with stamped initials “WB® from
excavations on Main Street in Annapolis.

and baked, sometimes twice (Diderot 1751-1765;
Stewart 1782: 185). Once this was accomplished, the
hair sections were sewn into the wig.
Wiw.alml:nmasperulmorperiwims, were

primarily worn by men in France and Eng-
land starting at the beginning of the 17th century.
Made of long sections of curled hair, wigs were often
tied at the nape of the neck with a ribbon (Figure
3E). These hairpieces found their way to America
and b i ingly popular in the 18th century
before falling out of fashion in the early 1800s
(Diderot 1751-1765; Le Cheminant 1982: 345; White
2005: 115-116).

D . I q d by archacol
gists working on the Main Street excavations
found a 1759 rental agreement between the owner of
the lot where the wig curler fragments were recov-
ered, a gentl named B in Tasker, and a lo-
cal innkeeper (Polglase et al. 1997: 60). This docu-

Figure 3: Diderox’s Encyclopédie (1751 1765) llustrates variones tools wsed for wigmaking and types of wigs swom in the 18th century.
A A packet of hair before it is styled. B) Wig cnlers, alio knoun as bilboqeets. C) A hair packet wound with bilboguets that is ready for boiling,
D) The curled hair packet after it is dried and the curlers removed. E} A wig style knoun in French as a penuke & La brigadier.

The Maryland Archasological Conservation Laboratory (MAC Lab) is a state-of-the-art

research, . and
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Figure 1: V

¢ curlers recovered from excrvations on Main Strect
in Annapolis..

WILLIAM ELTON,
PERUKE-MAKER,
Lizing wear the Dock in Auulpoﬁs
HAVENG lately procared a
very oeat, &ilfo Hand, and wvall Variety
of the bell of Esglifs HATRS, will mike
W 1G5 of aoy Sorts, and at the chrapelt Rater
He alfo fells Coely, Silk and Thread, for Wi
m:king ; likewife Tea, Cofice, Sogar, R
Indigo, ife.

Figure 4: Advertisement from the 1754 Maryland Gazette for
William Elter, “peruke maker.™

References Cited

Diderot, Denis and Jean Le Rond d n\lm:lm:

175165 Encyelopédic, ou o Dres Artxer
s Métiers. Chez Braison, David, Le Breton, Durand: Paris.
Robert Charles Lawrence Ferguson Collection, the Socicty of the
Cinginnati, Washingion, DC.

Le Cheminant, Richard

1962 “The Development of the Pipeclay Hair Curlee==A Preliminary
Study” In The Archacology of the Clay Tobacoo Pipe. VIL More
Pipes and Kifns from England, ed. by Peter Davey, pp. 345-354.
British Archacology Reports, British Scrics 100, Oxford.

Maryland Gazerie

1754 Maryland Gazette advertisement. httpse//meamaryland.gov/

safile/msal 279/ m 1279
0471l

No#l Hume, Iwor

1968 Artifsces of Cofonisl Americs. University of Pennsylvania Press,
Philadelphia.

Polglase, Christopher R., April L. Fehr, Suzanne L. Sanders, Martha

Williams, David Landon, Andrew D Madsen, Kathleen Child, and

Michele Willians

1997 Cultural Resources Management fnvestigations for the Main
Stroct Rooonstructfon Profecs, Anmapolts, Anne Arundel County,
Marydamd,

Seewart, James

1782 Plocroosmas: or the Whale Art of Hairdressing. Bookfellers in
Tewn and Countrya London.

White, Carolyn L.

2005 Amcrican Areifaces of Personal Adornment, 1680820 A Guide
to Identificarion and Interpretarion. AltaMira Press, Oxford.

AEYLARD

- 7]
10515 Mackall Road HISTORICAL

& St. Leonard, Maryland 20685

Maryland s

Wy Mol Trunt, 4o aguecy of .
ey Dy of Py Bakoncrn

TRUST

storage facility located at the Jofferson Patterson Park and Museum.



