Curator’s Choice

By: Heather Rardin Rovardi,
MAC Lab Conservator

“l always carried my little Book with me”:

Aide-mémoire Hardware from Saunders Point

f you lived in the 18th century and needed a quick and easy way to keep track of your to-do list, jot down ideas, or plan out your weekly
schedule, what might you use? We outsource many of these tasks to post-it notes or our electronic devices in the 21st century, but in the
era before computers, people relied on different writing media to organize their everyday lives and remember important things. Paper and ink

may come to mind first, but for those who could afford them, sheets of ivory presented a simple solution, in addition to being both reusable
and erasableonth’s Curator’s Choice is yet another example of “This is why we Re-examine Collections (again, and again, and again).” The ar-
tifact has been on display at the Patuxent River Naval Air Station (NAS PAX) since 2002, and it is still on display at the golf course there. It

was originally identified as a pendant, but it is so tiny it would hardly weigh down a chain (Figure 1).
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(Cambridge Dictionary). ence of an aide-mémoire was a

Figure 1: Aide-mémoire hardware from the Saunders Point peek into the family's comforta-

site. ble, affluent lifestyle (Cleveland
Museum of Art).

The piece is smaller than
5c¢m in both length and

Figure 4: Aide-mémoire books from the collections at
Monticello (Monticello).

width, semi-triangular, and decorated with small circles. It would have
been placed on the outer cover of the aide-mémoire (see Figure 2) opposite

the central pin hardware. The aide-mémoire itself would have consisted of References Cited
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The Maryland Archaeological Conservation Laboratory (MAC Lab) is a state-of-the-art archaeological research, conservation, and collections storage facility located at the Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum.
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