Curator’s Choice
WY/ F. rp Thinkin o By: Arianna Johnston, Conservator

Conservators have many tools to clean artifacts at the Maryland Archaeological Conservation Lab (Figure 1). A new
tool employed in the lab this summer can be sourced here on the grounds of the Jefferson Patterson Park and Mu-

seum (JPPM): thorns!

Figure 4. Conservator Arianna
Johnston works on the copper al-
loy spur (TIMU 3082, NPS
Timucuan Ecological and Historic

Preserve) under the microscope.

Figure 1.Compare the tip size of common cleaning tools: 1)
Steel scalpel, 2) bamboo skewer, 3) porcupine quill, 4) black
locust thorn.
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land mountains but have since spread to most of the state (Ujeta-Esteban ished copper alloy surface. Magnification 1.38x

and Tayviah n.d.). They are fast growing trees that like sunny, disturbed areas,
and thorns are more common on new growth (Huntley 1990). At JPPM, black
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M a ryl a n d Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum is part of the

DI N @I (ALANAINE Maryland Historical Trust, an agency of the
Maryland Department of Planning, Baltimore.

The Maryland Archaeological Conservation Laboratory (MAC Lab) is a state-of-the-art archaeological research, conservation, and collections storage facility located at the Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum.
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