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Making Music: A Family Affair e il

€ €1t was a revelation for me, at some point later in life, when I discovered there were people who
didn’t...sing or play an instrument.”- Andre Brown

rectangular steel artifact is a reed key from a slightly larger instru- out with other trash when the reeds broke, and it had to be replaced

ment: the accordion (Figures 1 & 2). The accordion was invented in with a new key.
1822 in Berlin, Germany and it did not take long for the instrument

to become popular since it could be used for many different styles of /| Legend
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music. Although used less often today, it was most popular from the | X s
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mid-19™ century and into the early 20" century. The accordion e
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makes sound when air is drawn in and out by the bellows. As the air Sutce recure
moves through the instrument, buttons or keys can be pushed to con- |-
trol the air flow through thin strips of metal called reeds. The result- |

ing vibrations create sound.
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Figure 3. Eliz. Rawlings site map.
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Figure 2. Diatonic button accordion. Maker: Santa Crucianelli (Cav.) & Figli, ca. 1925- Ma ryl and Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum is part of the
RSN AL LG Maryland Historical Trust, an agency of the

1935, Castelfidardo, Italy, Arne B. Larson Collection, Vermillion, South Dakota, 1979. Maryland Department of Planning, Baltimore.
National Museum of Music, Object number: 01290

The Maryland Archaeological Conservation Laboratory (MAC Lab) is a state-of-the-art archaeological research, conservation, and collections storage facility located at the Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum.






