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Is That a Deer? ‘Neigh’ - It is Another MAC Lab Deputy

Quadruped!

Director

very now and then at the MAC Lab when we go through old collections, we spot something

worth another look. A small collection of 17th-century artifacts collected from the surface of the
ground just outside of Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum (18CV232) included the mended frag-
ments of an almost complete red clay pipe bowl (Figure 1). The site may date as early as 1651 when
the land was patented to Peter Johnson (Pogue 1991).

Deer,” “"Quadruped,” or

“Chesapeake” pipes
(Kiser and Luckenbach

2019).

Figure 1. Indigenous manufactured red clay tobacco pipe bowl

from 18CV232 (Mackall #4 Site). hether depicting
‘ » deers or dogs -

both were animals of importance to indigenous people. Deer were im-
portant sources of food and raw materials. Deer hides could be made into
mats, cloth, and leather cordage. Deer bones and antlers could be carved
into awls, needles, fish

hooks, beads, or other ';\/K— L \

tools and items of adorn-

ment. Dogs held a partic-
ularly important role in

indigenous communities,

utilized for hunting and

protection, and also had

spiritual importance as

guides in the afterlife s _
(Kerber 1997). —

Figure 2. Rendition of scene with quadruped figures shown.
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person wearing a hat and hn]ding reins! There are known examp]es of in-

digenous-made pipes on English sites decorated with other animals (like

fish and birds). Only a few that show either a person or a horse (Figure

3) — but none have been documented with a person riding a horse. Many

questions remain about this unique pipe.

Figure 3. Animal figures on other red clay tobacco pipe bowls. Left: Bridled horse face, c. 1610,
James Fort, Jamestown, VA (Historic Jamestowne n.d.). Right: Birds, human, and fish, c. 1645-
1655, Pope’s Fort, St. Mary’s City, MD (adapted from Miller 1991).
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thoughts on the design of this and other comparative pipes.
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The Maryland Archaeological Conservation Laboratory (MAC Lab) is a state-of-the-art archaeological research, conservation, and collections storage facility located at the Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum.
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